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raising of cattle is the most important phase of the livestock industry,
and they are raised primarily for dairy purposes. In the central part
-this is the only important agricultural activity, while in the better-
drained areas it is combined with cultivation. In the older provinces of
the west, such as North and South Holland and Utrecht, the produc-
tion of cheese is of major importance. Alkmaar in North Holland is the
great cheese market of the country. It is interesting to note that in
South Holland and Utrecht the cheese is still made by the farmer in his
home, while in the other provinces most of it is manufactured in fac-
tories. Friesland produces both butter and cheese in large amounts, but

Dairying has long been one of the most characteristic occupations of the Netherlands.
(Courtesy of the Netherlands Railways.)

in most of the eastern provinces butter is the most important product.
The leading provinces in butter production are Friesland, North Bra-
bant, Overijssel, South Holland and Limburg. Again in South Holland
and Utrecht much of the butter is still made on the farm, while in the
other provinces it is made in central creameries.

The dairy industry provides one of the nation's most important
groups of exports. In 1930 butter, cheese and condensed milk were ex-
ported to the value of $73,583,000. The export of dairy products is
materially aided by the government, which maintains stations where
all such products designed 'for export are tested and stamped with the
government seal guaranteeing quality. Thus the foreign purchaser is
assured of the quality of the product which he buys, and as a conse-
quence Dutch butter and cheese command the highest prices.